ADDISON'S EEPOETS OF PUBLIC AFFAIBS,

TO THE  EAEL  OP   STODEELAKD'S PEIVATE   SECEETA.EY.
(Probably either at Dublin or with the Earl at Bath.)^

SIB,                                   (London,) May 17th, 1715.

I have received yours of the 14th instant, and shall
be careful to observe the particulars contained in it. My
Lord Halifax is very ill of a high fever. He was yesterday
almost despaired of, but by the help of blisters he is at pre-
sent something better. This will put a stop, for some time,
to our proceedings in the Treasury. I will take care that
no letter shall go from thence to Ireland, but through my
Lord-Lieutenant's hands, though I remember the clerks used
sometimes to play us those tricks in my Lord Wharton's time.
I shall give such an answer to Mr. Gore's friends as His Ex-
cellency directs. I cannot yet find who called for the Irish pen-
sions ; if they did not come in by virtue of a General Order,
it was by a "Whig motion; it being supposed there is a pen-
sion,'under another name, for the late Speaker,2 as well as a very
remarkable one for the late General, under his own name,
Nothing in the House has yet glanced upon this subject 5
the paper which gives offence, and will be canvassed to-mor-
row, being the List of Pensions granted here to persons in
liigh offices, and to some (as has been hinted in the House)
of doubtful principles, since His Majesty's accession to the
throne. Toni Onslow moved for a day to consider these
pensions, seconded by Mr. Carter, and thirded by Sir Charles
Hotham. They propose to themselves, as I am informed, to
procure an Address to His Majesty upon this head. I shall
write to the Archbishop of Dublin, pursuant to my Lord's
instructions. I will speak to my Lord Halifax, as soon as it
is practicable, in behalf of Mr. Loggan. His Lordship asked
me some time since whether I had received any orders from
my Lord-Lieutenant relating to Lord Grantham; so that I
suppose nothing is as yet done in that affair ; but of this I
will inform you by the next post. I keep Mr. Eoote's let-

1 Addison was at this time M. P. for Malmesbuiy.
2 Sir Thomas Hanmer.